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Ch. 6.1 A Nation Declares Independence 
Anticipation Guide 

Directions: Before Reading, read the following statements and put a T next to the statements you feel 

are true, and an F next to the ones you believe are false. You are making predictions before reading. 

Then read pages 170 - 173. Find the evidence that proves your statement correct or the evidence that 

disproves your prediction. Go back and change your answers and record your evidence. Under EVERY 

statement you must make note of where you found your evidence. 

 Ex: 170 - 2 (Page# & Paragraph) 

_____ 1. Most of the colonists supported independence from the British government. 

 

_____ 2. Thomas Paine's pamphlet, Common Sense poked fun at King George and argued that 

the colonies should rule themselves. 

 

_____ 3. Common Sense was unsuccessful in persuading the colonists. 

 

_____ 4. Richard Henry Lee proposed the Declaration of Independence. 

 

_____ 5. Thomas Jefferson, an outspoken delegate from Virginia, was assigned the task of 

composing the Declaration of Independence. 

 

_____ 6. The Continental Congress drafted the first constitution that created the United States 

of America, giving Congress the power to make decisions regarding the war. 

 

_____ 7. The preamble of the DOI explains why the colonies are breaking up with Great Britain. 

 

_____ 8. Jefferson borrows ideas about unalienable rights from John Locke. 



 

_____ 9. If a government violates the rights of the people then the people have a right to end 

that government and create a new one. 

 

_____ 10. Jefferson includes a long list of wrongs King George committed against the colonies.  

 

_____ 11. As a result of King George ignoring petition after petition, the colonists declare him 

unfit to rule free people. 

 

_____ 12. The final portion of the DOI declares that all political bonds with Great Britain are 

dissolved. 

 

_____ 13. There are 4 parts of the Declaration of Independence. 

 

_____ 14. Congress approved the DOI on July 4, 1776, but they did not sign the DOI until August 

2nd.  

 

_____ 15. The signers of the DOI are traitors to their country. 

 

_____ 16. After the DOI the Patriots were fighting for their freedom. 


